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Preparing the Dutch mission for the UNGASS 2006 review

        Messages and recommendations developed by Dutch Civil Society

HIV/AIDS is an exceptional threat, needing an urgent, sustained and comprehensive response. It is a cross-cutting issue, affecting human, social and economic development. HIV/AIDS is having a devastating effect on women, who are hit hardest by the epidemic. As such, an effective response must be linked to the fight to achieve the Millennium Development Goals, particularly poverty reduction and gender equality. The strong reaffirmation of the Declaration of Commitment of 2001 in the global fight against HIV and AIDS is necessary.

Universal access to AIDS prevention, treatment and care by 2010 requires an unprecedented effort, which means adequate financing and more effective use of the available funds, investing in human resource capacity, availability of affordable commodities (including quality medicines, contraceptives and condoms), openness about sexuality and reducing stigma, discrimination and gender inequality. The longer term sustainability of universal access also requires better tools, including new drugs, diagnostics and technologies for prevention, especially vaccines and microbicides. A comprehensive response implies delivering interventions for prevention, treatment and care that we have today and with equal urgency to develop better tools for the future. This unprecedented effort is required in order to avoid another failure to meet the targets that are set, as has happened in recent years.

National targets on prevention, treatment and care are necessary to drive planning, to allow monitoring of progress and to assign accountability to all stakeholders. They should mobilize both countries and international organizations to translate commitment into action. National targets should include, among others, deadlines to achieve: 

· Inclusion in school curricula of mandatory comprehensive sexuality education and life skills

· Access to sexual and reproductive health services that integrate HIV, including for women with HIV guaranteed

· Availability and accessibility of contraceptives and male and female condoms

· Safe blood transfusions

· Harm reduction programs, including substitution treatment, needle exchange and access to information 

· Availability and accessibility of voluntary counseling and testing 

· Number of people (men and women and children) with access to good quality HIV treatment

Universal access to treatment, prevention and care can only be achieved if women and youth are specifically targeted, since they make up the majority of people affected by the pandemic. At this moment these vulnerable groups lack information, skills and services to make informed decisions concerning their sexual behaviors. HIV prevention programs must take into account the specific problems and needs of girls and young women, while research into new tools and technologies that will increase the range of preventive options available must be supported.

To achieve the commitments, specific targets are needed to reach vulnerable populations, including active injecting drug users, children, men who have sex with men, trans-genders, sex workers, prisoners and migrant populations.

The meaningful involvement of People living with HIV and of Civil Society is crucial in the response to HIV/AIDS. They should be involved in every level of decision-making that impacts their lives. 

An efficient response to the HIV/AIDS pandemic requires a comprehensive and integrated approach, including evidence-based prevention. Particular emphasis should be on 

· sexuality education, life-skills and the promotion of sexual and reproductive health and rights, including Condom promotion and distribution. 
· Harm Reduction Interventions have shown to be effective, and should be rapidly scaled up. 
· vulnerable groups, being injecting drug users, sex workers, Men having Sex with Men, immigrants and prisoners. 
· the investment in the development of better technologies, notably vaccines and microbicides, for use in the future. 

