Useful article resources on IAS 2007

Following are the useful links related to IAS 2007 Conference.

In partnership with the International AIDS Society, kaisernetwork.org, is the official web caster of the 4th IAS Conference on HIV Pathogenesis, Treatment and Prevention (IAS 2007), providing daily online conference coverage.

4th IAS Conference on HIV Pathogenesis, Treatment and Prevention
Read clinically focused news coverage of key developments from the
meeting.


http://mp.medscape.com/cgi-bin1/DM/y/eBUiC0LOsIO0D1P0InyB0EN
(a) IAS 2007: Epidemiologic Trends in HIV, Viral Hepatitis, and STDs
IAS '07: Dr. Michael L. Tapper discusses transmission of HIV and other
STIs, including new data on sexual transmission of hepatitis C virus.
Medscape HIV/AIDS 2007


http://mp.medscape.com/cgi-bin1/DM/y/eBZLl0LOsIO0D1P0IzTu0E5

(b) IAS 2007: Emerging Strategies to Curb HIV Transmission

IAS '07: Dr. Thomas C. Quinn evaluates the latest data on circumcision
and other biomedical interventions to curb transmission in adults and
methods to prevent postnatal transmission to infants.
Medscape HIV/AIDS 2007


http://mp.medscape.com/cgi-bin1/DM/y/eBZLl0LOsIO0D1P0IzUC0EH
(c) IAS 2007: Advances in Antiretroviral Strategies for Highly Experienced
Patients

IAS '07: Dr. Eric Daar discusses the presentations that dealt with
achieving full viral suppression in highly ART-experienced patients.
Medscape HIV/AIDS 2007


http://mp.medscape.com/cgi-bin1/DM/y/eBXDO0LOsIO0D1P0It8c0EZ
(d) IAS 2007: HIV Basic Science and Pathogenesis CME

http://mp.medscape.com/cgi-bin1/DM/y/eBWnX0LOsIO0Jli0ItUN0E2
From IAS 2007 - What's the key finding in HIV pathogenesis? Cellular
activation appears to be more important than viral load.

(e) Scientific Developments Featured At IAS 2007
      http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/WO0707/S00339.htm
(f) World must act to achieve commitments to provide universal access to  

HIV/AIDS treatment, conference delegates say
The world cannot celebrate advances in HIV diagnosis and treatment until global commitments to provide HIV-positive people in developing countries with universal access to treatment by 2010 are reached, delegates attending the opening of the 4th IAS Conference on HIV Pathogenesis, Treatment and Prevention in Sydney, Australia, said on Sunday, the AP/Washington Post reports (Foley, AP/Washington Post, 7/22).

Delegates attending the conference, which will end on Wednesday, are expected to present studies and discuss advances in HIV/AIDS prevention and treatment. The conference aims to improve understanding of HIV/AIDS, treatments for the disease and methods to prevent it from spreading worldwide.

David Cooper, director of Australia's National Centre for HIV Epidemiology and Clinical Research and conference co-chair, said studies scheduled to be presented at the conference will highlight research into new vaccines and classes of antiretroviral drugs, as well as research on male circumcision and lubricant gels as methods to curb the spread of HIV. He added that integrase inhibitors, a new class of antiretrovirals, will be discussed at the conference. According to Cooper, another major topic at the conference will be making the latest drugs available in developing countries.

The International AIDS Society ahead of the conference released the Sydney Declaration, which calls for increased research funding to fight HIV/AIDS worldwide. The declaration proposes that donors allocate 10% of their HIV resources to research and states that "although funding remains insufficient to meet the increasing need for services, it is imperative that the global community does not lose sight of the future while responding to the immediate crisis" (Kaiser Daily HIV/AIDS Report, 7/20). 

Opening Statements


IAS President Pedro Cahn at the opening of the conference said that although antiretrovirals are easily accessible in Western nations, most people in developing countries do not have access to the drugs they need. "With fewer than one-third of people living with HIV in low- and middle-income countries having access to lifesaving medications and still fewer with access to proven prevention services, such as condoms and sterile syringes, the goal of universal access by 2010 must remain a priority," he said (McLean, AAP/News.co.au, 7/22). Cahn also said that the world is "dealing with a preventable disease, and 11,000 people are contracting HIV/AIDS every day," adding, "We are dealing with a treatable disease and more than three million people are dying" of AIDS-related illnesses annually (AP/Washington Post, 7/22). According to Cahn, "Science has given us the tools to prevent and treat HIV effectively." He added, "The fact that we have not yet translated this science into practice ... is a shameful failure" on the part of the global community (AAP/News.co.au, 7/22).

According to Anthony Fauci, director of NIH's National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, about 2.2 million people living with HIV/AIDS in developing countries received antiretroviral access last year. "However, for every one person that you put in therapy, six new people get infected," Fauci said, adding, "So we're losing that game, the numbers game." The "proven prevention modalities are not accessible to any substantial proportion of the people who need them," Fauci said. "Although we are making major improvements in the access to drugs, clearly, prevention must be addressed in a very forceful way," he added (Foley, AP/Forbes, 7/23). 

According to Fauci, of the estimated 60 million HIV cases that will occur by 2015, "already known and proven prevention methods" are projected to be able to have prevented about half of them (AP/Washington Post, 7/22). He added that the research community has "incredibly potent treatments on the horizon, possible vaccines in the pipeline and new options for using these things in ways we haven't before. But as for a cure, let's just stop talking about it" (AAP/Taipei Times, 7/23).

According to Fauci, an additional obstacle to HIV/AIDS control efforts is that women in many developing countries cannot negotiate condom use with their husbands or regular sex partners, leaving them "at the mercy of a situation over which they have very little control" (Australian Associated Press, 7/22).

Michel Kazatchkine -- executive director of the Global Fund To Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria -- said that 2.2 million lives had been saved because of recent increases in drug access in Africa, Asia, eastern Europe, Latin America and Russia. 

However, more funding is needed to provide antiretroviral to the more than 70% of HIV-positive people in developing countries who do not have access. According to United Nations estimates, $18 billion will be needed next year for global HIV/AIDS programs and more than $22 billion will be needed annually by 2010. 

According to Kazatchkine, these figures are a small fraction of the $2 trillion of new wealth generated worldwide annually. "Don't tell me this is unaffordable," Kazatchkine said, adding, "Yes, everyone needs to put more money on the table" to provide universal access, "but the message is we should be able to win the battle"

